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IRAN: RELEASE OF CONF IDENT IAL RECORDS

1. You will by now have JOUur own copy of Brian Crowe's record

of 19 October of the British~American Flanning Talks held earlier

in that month in Vashington., In baragraph 23 of the main record,

Precht is quoted ag saying that he wag having to review State

Department pPapers for the years 1952-54 with a view to releasing

hem under the Publiec Information Act. He thought that this could
Ging consequences for British interests as well as for

Brian Crowe made ga strong pitch that we should be
consulted during thig exercise,

2« The PUS hasgﬁaa\asked if you could follow up this point wilh
the Btate Department and discover whether they propose to Taise the
matter formelly with us. They have given us firm enough asgurances
in the past that they can and will protect against disclosure the
information which HMG has given them in confidence (gee the attached
1975 from Ronald Spiers to Sir Thomas Brimelow). Refore
eleased under the Freedom of Information Act, there
should be no difficulty for the Amnericans in first removing from
them copieg of any telegrams etc from us and US documents which
record our views, even in the case of papers which are not strictly
speaking "official information furnished by a foreign government",

%« What is not SO0 clear is whether they could withhold American
documents which referred to joint Anglo/US views about, say, the
' iq in 1953, 1In the current situation, there ig a
lic opinion will once again focus on that
chapter in Iran'sg history. We hope therefore that the uUg
administration would agT'ee on a joint approach to minimise the

['s

age which could be done to oup interests by the release of
* records,




CONF IDENT 1AL

4., I assume that you will have a word with Roger Carrick before
speakin§ to the State Department as I am told that he handles the

Embasgy's general problems about the protection of British
information in US hands.

R S Gorham
Middle East Department

ce Migs Blayney, Library & Records
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