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EMBASSY OF TH
UNITEQ STATES OF AMERICA

London

’ | March 24, 1875

]

Your letter of February 3, 1975 inquires as %o
the protection the Unitecd States Government can afford
to classified information rececived from Her Majesty's
Government consistent with the amendments to the Freedem
of Information Act which became effective Februvary 19,
1975, The responsible agencies in Washington have
examined this matter very carefully, and I am author-
1zeéd to inform you that the United States Government
can and will continue td protect classified information
or material furnished by foreign governments and intesr-
national organizations and held by the United States
on the understanding that it be kept in confidence on
essentially the same basis as in the past. We arc well
awvare of your Government's concern over these amend-
ments and will spare no effort to ensure protection of
secrets your Government shares with ocurs.

2™

iite amended Freedom of Iaformation Ast, 5 U,8.C.
section 522(B) (1), exempis matters thaft {a) speci-~
fically authorized under criteria established by an
executive order to be kept secret in the interest of
national defense or foreign policy and (b) are in fact
properly classified purswvant to such executive order."
The applicable executive oxder, E.D. 11652, which

establishes the standards for classificztion to be applied

by the courts, remain's unchanged. Section 4(C) of that
order commands: : e,

| "Classified information or material furnished to

the United -States by a foreign government or internationel
organization shall either retain its coriginal classifi-
cation or be assigned a United States classification.

Sir Thomas Brimelow, GCMG, OBE,

Permanent Under-Secxetary of State,

- Foreign and Commonwealth 0ffics,
Londcn, :
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We find that Her Majesty's Government has been con-.
- sistently pood in assuring the .proper identification of 7
clasgificd documents transmitted to cfficials of the :
" United States Government on the understanding that they ?
« are to be held in confidence. The Department of State b
and the other interested agencies will issue the neces-
sary instructions to-all personnel to ensurc that all . o
U.S. telegrams, memorandd and other documents recording vd
classified information received in confidence from ;
foreign governments and international organizations are F{
- marked with the appropriate indicators. You 'may wish ¢
. to consider authorizing your Embassy in Washington to '
initiate discussions with appropriate U.S. officials to
determine whether further or more specific axrangements
are necessary. j
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Kkenald I. Spi
Chargd d'Affaires e.i.
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